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Aiden, 15, is an aspiring web developer with a developmental 
disability. He loves spending time in his high school 
community. Aiden, his family and his support network are 
very excited about his upcoming 16th birthday. But they are 
also nervous about his future.  
When youth turn 18, services such as Special Services at Home, 
Assistance for Children with Severe Disabilities or services 
through the Ontario Autism Program, end. At the age of 16, youth 
and families can apply through Developmental Services Ontario 
(DSO) to see if they are eligible to receive government-funded 
adult developmental services through Ministry of Children,  
Community and Social  
Services (MCCSS)  
once they turn 18.  

What is DSO? 
DSO is the access point for adult developmental services. 
DSO connects people to available services and supports in their 
community so that they can become more independent and 
actively involved in their communities. 
Some of the services that may be available in their community 
include housing supports, caregiver respite, supports to help 
people take part in the community, specialized and clinical 
supports, the Adult Protective Service Worker Program, and the 
Passport Program.
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